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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This is a Final Rejection Office Action in response to Applicants' amendment filed on 
May 4, 2004. Claims 1-31, 33-61 and 63-84 are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-9, 11-12, 14, 16-21, 23, 30, 36-37, 39, 41-43, 45, 47-49, 56, 63-71 
and 73-75 and 77-83 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shelton et al (hereinafter, "Shelton", 5,954,798) in view of Craig. 

As per claims 1, 23, 36, and 49, Shelton discloses a method and system for enabling 
a first computer to communicate and exchange data with a second computer, the first 
computer and the second computer each having a browser and being in communication 
with each other via a network, said method and system comprising: 

• downloading, to the first computer, computer code comprising a first script 
operable in connection with the first computer for accessing a function of a first 
control loaded on the first computer for operation in conjunction with said first 
computer browser, the first script being further operable for receiving data input 
by a user of the first computer and for causing the first control to communicate 
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with the server and to transmit the data input by the user to the server, wherein 
the first script and the first control are separate components (abstract, col. 4, 
lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44 and col. 7, lines 25-41); 

• enabling the user of the first computer to communicate with the second computer 
to present a request for synchronization with the user of the first computer, the 
second computer having a second script and a second control loaded thereon and 
operable in connection therewith for operation in conjunction with said second 
computer browser, wherein the second script and the second control are separate 
components (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44 and col. 7, lines 25- 
41); 

• enabling the user of the second computer to agree to synchronize with the user of 
the first computer (col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19); 

• enabling the user of the first computer to synchronize with the user of the second 
computer (col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19); 

• controlling Internet navigation of the second computer based upon Internet 
navigation of the first computer (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, 
col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19); and 

• causing the server to transmit the data received from the first script to the second 
computer for receipt by the second control (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, 
lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

However, Shelton does not explicitly disclose: 
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• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer . 

Craig discloses a system for providing a synchronized display of information slides 
on a plurality of computer workstations over a computer network including: 

• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer (col. 3, lines 6-29, col. 8, lines 28-51, col. 10, lines 13- 
39 and col. 14, lines 22-31). 

Given the teaching of Craig, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton by downloading scripts and controls separately from the web 
page in order to synchronize the communication of URLs, that identify slide locations to 
an instructor applet and one or more student applets in timely and efficient manner. 

As per claims 11, and 42, Shelton further discloses: 

• downloading, to the second computer, second computer code comprising a 
second script operable in connection with the second computer for accessing a 
function of a second control loaded on the second computer for operation in 
conjunction with said second computer browser , the second script being further 
operable for receiving data input by user of the second computer, wherein the 
second script and the second control are separate components (abstract, col. 4, 
lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, 
lines 1-19). 

However, Shelton does not explicitly disclose: 
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• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer . 

Craig discloses a system for providing a synchronized display of information slides 
on a plurality of computer workstations over a computer network including: 

• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer (col. 3, lines 6-29, col. 8, lines 28-51, col. 10, lines 13- 
39 and col. 14, lines 22-31). 

Given the teaching of Craig, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton by downloading scripts and controls separately from the web 
page in order to synchronize the communication of URLs, that identify slide locations to 
an instructor applet and one or more student applets in timely and efficient manner. 

As per claims 63 and 74, Shelton further discloses: 

• downloading, to the first computer, computer code comprising a first script, 
wherein the script is written in a Web-based scripting language, operable in 
connection with the first computer for accessing a function of a first control for 
operation in conjunction with said first computer browser, wherein the control is 
written in a programming language and is compiled, the control being loaded on 
the first computer the script being further operable for receiving data input by 
user of the first computer and for causing the first control to communicate with a 
server and to transmit data input by the user to the server, wherein the first script 
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and the first control are separate components (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, 
lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 
However, Shelton does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer . 

Craig discloses a system for providing a synchronized display of information slides 
on a plurality of computer workstations over a computer network including: 

• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer (col. 3, lines 6-29, col. 8, lines 28-51, col. 10, lines 13- 
39 and col. 14, lines 22-31). 

Given the teaching of Craig, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton by downloading scripts and controls separately from the web 
page in order to synchronize the communication of URLs, that identify slide locations to 
an instructor applet and one or more student applets in timely and efficient manner. 

As per claim 73, Shelton further discloses: 

defining in a database in the server a synchronization group (col. 6, lines 52-53), and 
wherein the function of the first control comprises; 

• a login function to enable the user of the first and second computer to login to a 
synchronization group (col. 11, lines 33-48); 
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• a synchronization function to enable the user of the first and second computer to 
synchronize with a member of the synchronization group (col. 11 9 lines 33-48 
and col. 13, lines 1-19); and 

• a navigation function to enable control of the Internet navigation of a computer 
of the member of the synchronization group based upon the Internet navigation 
of the first computer (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 
25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

However, Shelton does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer . 

Craig discloses a system for providing a synchronized display of information slides 
on a plurality of computer workstations over a computer network including: 

• wherein the first script and the first control and the second script and the second 
control are independent from Web pages that are displayed on the first computer 
and the second computer (col. 3, lines 6-29, col. 8, lines 28-51, col. 10, lines 13- 
39 and col. 14, lines 22-31). 

Given the teaching of Craig, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton by downloading scripts and controls separately from the web 
page in order to synchronize the communication of URLs, that identify slide locations to 
an instructor applet and one or more student applets in timely and efficient manner. 

As per claims 4, 66 and 77, Shelton discloses: 
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• wherein the first script can display data output to the user of the first computer 
(col. 3, lines 1-14, and lines 20-42). 

As per claim 16, Shelton further discloses: 

• wherein the second script can display data output to the user of the first 
computer. 

As per claims 2, 12, 39, 64 and 75, Shelton discloses: 

• wherein the computer code further comprises the first control 
As per claims 14 and 45, Shelton discloses: 

• wherein the second computer code further comprises the second control (col. 1, 
lines 54-67, col. 3, lines 20-23, and Fig. 1). 

As per claims 8, 20, 41, 47, and 48, Shelton discloses: 

• wherein the first script is operable in connection with the first computer by 
opening a web page containing the first script (col. 3, lines 33-42, and col. 4, 
lines 18-26), and 

• wherein the second script is operable in connection with the second computer by 
opening a web page containing the second script (col. 3, lines 63-67, col. 4, lines 
1-5, and lines 18-26). 

As per claims 9, 21, 37, 43 and 71, Shelton discloses wherein the server has defined 
in a database thereon a synchronization group (col. 3, lines 58-63), wherein the function 
of the first and second control comprises: 

• a login function to enable the user of the first and second computer to login to a 
synchronization group (col. 11, lines 33-48); 
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• a synchronization function to enable the user of the first and second computer to 
synchronize with a member of the synchronization group (col. 11, lines 33-48 
and col. 13, lines 1-19); and 

• a navigation function to enable control of the Internet navigation of a computer 
of the member of the synchronization group based upon the Internet navigation 
of the first computer (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 
25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

As per claims 6, 18, 65, 68 and 79, Shelton discloses: 

• wherein the first script can call a function of the first control (abstract, col. 4, 
lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, 
lines 1-19). 

As per claims 5, 7, 17, 19, 67 and 78, Shelton discloses: 

• wherein the first script can send data to and receive data from the first control 
(abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 
33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19), and 

• wherein the second script can send data to and receive data from the second 
control (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col 
11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

As per claims 30 and 56, Shelton further discloses: 

• the step of enabling the user of the second computer to login to a 
synchronization group (col. 11, lines 33-48). 

As per claims 69 and 80, Shelton discloses: 
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• wherein the first script can send data to and receive data from the function of the 
first control (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, 
col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

As per claims 70 and 81, Shelton discloses: 

• wherein the first script is operable in connection with the first computer by 
opening a Web page containing the first script (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 
5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

As per claim 82, Shelton discloses: 

• a login function to enable the user of the first computer to login to a coupling 
group(col. 11, lines 33-48); and 

• a coupling function to enable the user of the first computer to couple with a 
member of the coupling group (col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

As per claim 83, Shelton discloses: 

• wherein the function of the first control further comprises a navigation function 
to enable control of the Internet navigation of a computer of the member of the 
coupling group based upon the Internet navigation of the first computer 
(abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 
33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

3. Claims 10, 22, 24, 34, 38, 44, 50, 58, 60, 72 and 84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Shelton in view of Craig and in further view of Bauer, 
Jr. et al (hereinafter, "Bauer", US 2002/0083134). 
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As per claims 10, 22, 38, 44 and 72, Shelton in view of Craig discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. 

However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the function of the first control further comprises an instant message 
function to enable a user of the first computer to send an instant message to a 
member of the synchronization group, and 

• wherein the function of the second control further comprises an instant message 
function to enable the user of the second computer to send an instant message to 
a member of the synchronization group. 

Bauer discloses a method and system of collaborative browsing including: 

• wherein the function of the first control further comprises an instant message 
function to enable a user of the first computer to send an instant message to a 
member of the synchronization group (paragraphs 0034 and 0046-0048); and 

• wherein the function of the second control further comprises an instant message 
function to enable the user of the second computer to send an instant message to 
a member of the synchronization group (paragraphs 0034 and 0046-0048). 

Given the teaching of Bauer, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate or implement an instant messaging function in Shelton in view of 
Craig in order to allow clients to chat, send private messages and communicate with other 
freely. 

As per claim 24, Shelton in view of Craig discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. 

However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly disclose: 
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• the step of enabling the user of the first computer to send an instant message to 
the user of the second computer. 

Bauer discloses a method and system of collaborative browsing including: 

• the step of enabling the user of the first computer to send an instant message to 
the user of the second computer (paragraphs 0034 and 0046-0048). 

Given the teaching of Bauer, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate or implement an instant messaging function in Shelton in view of 
Craig in order to allow clients to chat, send private messages and communicate with other 
freely. 

As per claim 34, Shelton in view of Craig discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. 

However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly disclose: 

• the step of enabling the user of the second computer to send an instant message 
to the user of the first computer. 

Bauer discloses a method and system of collaborative browsing including: 

• the step of enabling the user of the second computer to send an instant message 
to the user of the first computer (paragraphs 0034 and 0046-0048). 

Given the teaching of Bauer, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate or implement an instant messaging function in Shelton in view of 
Craig in order to allow clients to chat, send private messages and communicate with other 
freely. 

As per claims 50, 58, and 60, Shelton in view of Craig discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed. 
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However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein said processor being further operable in connection with software to 
enable the user of the first and second computer to send an instant message to a 
member of the synchronization group. 

Bauer discloses a method and system of collaborative browsing including: 

• wherein said processor being further operable in connection with software to 
enable the user of the first and second computer to send an instant message to a 
member of the synchronization group (paragraphs 0024, 0034 and 0046-0048). 

Given the teaching of Bauer, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate or implement an instant messaging function in Shelton in view of 
Craig in order to allow clients to chat, send private messages and communicate with other 
freely. 

As per claim 84, Shelton in view of Craig discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed. 

However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the function of the first control further comprises an instant message 
function to enable a user of the first computer to send an instant message to a 
member of the coupling group. 

Bauer discloses a method and system of collaborative browsing including: 

• wherein the function of the first control further comprises an instant message 
function to enable a user of the first computer to send an instant message to a 
member of the coupling group (paragraphs 0034 and 0046-0048). 
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Given the teaching of Bauer, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to incorporate or implement an instant messaging function in Shelton in view of 
Craig in order to allow clients to chat, send private messages and communicate with other 
freely. 

4. Claims 3, 13, 15, 25- 28, 31, 33, 40, 46, 51-55, 57, 61 and 76 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shelton in view of Craig and in further view 
of Lee et al (hereinafter, "Lee", US 2002/0035603). 

As per claims 3, 13, 15, 40, 46 and 76, Shelton in view of Craig discloses the 
invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly disclose: 

• wherein the first and second control comprises an ActiveX control. 

Lee discloses a method for collaborative browsing using transformation of URL 
including: 

• wherein the first and second control comprises an ActiveX control (paragraphs 
0028-0030). 

Given the teaching of Lee, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton in view of Craig by allowing the web browser to download an 
active control supporting collaborating browsing allowing clients to view the same URL 
at one time. 

As per claims 25, 31, 51, and 57, Shelton in view of Craig discloses: 
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• providing a script that accepts data input from the user of the first and second 
computer (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 
11, lines 33-48 and col 13, lines 1-19); 

• a login function that generates a login identification and that receives the data 
input to the script from the user of the first computer, transmitting the data input 
and login identification to the server, receiving login confirmation or rejection 
from the server and passing the login confirmation or rejection data to the script 
(col. 11, lines 33-48). 

• However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly teach an ActiveX control. 
Lee discloses a method for collaborative browsing using transformation of URL 

including: 

• an ActiveX control (paragraphs 0028-0030). 

Given the teaching of Lee, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton in view of Craig by allowing the web browser to download an 
active control supporting collaborating browsing allowing clients to view the same URL 
at one time. 

As per claims 26, 33, 52, 55 and 61, Shelton in view of Craig discloses: 

• providing a script that accepts data input from the user of user of the first and 
second computer (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25- 
41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly teach the steps of: 

• wherein a script creates an XML feed of the data; and 
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• providing an ActiveX control defining a synchronization identification and that 
receives the XML feed from the script, the ActiveX control transmitting the 
XML feed and synchronization identification to the server. 

Lee discloses a method for collaborative browsing using transformation of URL 
including: 

• wherein the script creates an XML feed of the data (paragraphs 0028-0031); and 

• providing an ActiveX control defining a synchronization identification and that 
receives the XML feed from the script, the ActiveX control transmitting the 
XML feed and synchronization identification to the server (paragraphs 0028- 
0031). 

Given the teaching of Lee, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton in view of Craig by allowing the web browser to download an 
active control supporting collaborating browsing allowing clients to view the same URL 
at one time. 

As per claims 27 and 53, Shelton in view of Craig discloses: 

• providing a browser helper object (BHO) control for receiving a navigation 
message from the Internet browser when the user of the first computer navigates 
from a first Internet web page to a second Internet web page (abstract, col. 4, 
lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, 
lines 1-19); 

• providing a script for receiving the navigation message from the BHO control 
(abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, lines 
33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 
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However, Shelton in view of Craig does not explicitly teach the steps of: 

• creating an XML feed of navigation message; and 

• providing an ActiveX control defining a synchronization identification and that 
receives the XML feed from the script, the ActiveX control transmitting the 
XML feed and synchronization identification to the server to control the Internet 
navigation of the second computer based upon the Internet navigation of the first 
computer. 

Lee discloses a method for collaborative browsing using transformation of URL 
including: 

• creating an XML feed of navigation message (paragraphs 0028-003 1); and 

• providing an ActiveX control defining a synchronization identification and that 
receives the XML feed from the script, the ActiveX control transmitting the 
XML feed and synchronization identification to the server to control the Internet 
navigation of the second computer based upon the Internet navigation of the first 
computer (paragraphs 0028-0031). 

Given the teaching of Lee, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton in view of Craig by allowing the web browser to download an 
active control supporting collaborating browsing allowing clients to view the same URL 
at one time. 

As per claims 28 and 54, Shelton in view of Craig discloses: 

• wherein the navigation message comprises a URL for the second internet web 
page (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25-41, col. 11, 
lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 
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5. Claims 29, 35 and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shelton in view of Craig and in further view of Bauer and in further view of Lee et 
al (hereinafter, "Lee", US 2002/0035603). 

As per claims 29, 35 and 59, Shelton in view of Craig and in further view of Bauer 
discloses: 

• providing a script that accepts data input from the user of user of the first and 
second computer (abstract, col. 4, lines 28-67, col. 5, lines 1-44, col. 7, lines 25- 
41, col. 11, lines 33-48 and col. 13, lines 1-19). 

However, Shelton in view of Craig and in further view of Bauer does not explicitly 
teach the steps of: 

• wherein a script creates an XML feed of the data; and 

• providing an ActiveX control defining a synchronization identification and that 
receives the XML feed from the script, the ActiveX control transmitting the 
XML feed and synchronization identification to the server. 

Lee discloses a method for collaborative browsing using transformation of URL 
including: 

• wherein the script creates an XML feed of the data (paragraphs 0028-003 1); and 

• providing an ActiveX control defining a synchronization identification and that 
receives the XML feed from the script, the ActiveX control transmitting the 
XML feed and synchronization identification to the server (paragraphs 0028- 
0031). 

Given the teaching of Lee, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Shelton in view of Craig and in further view of Bauer by allowing the 
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web browser to download an active control supporting collaborating browsing allowing 
clients to view the same URL at one time. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-31, 33-61 and 63-84 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

2. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShonda T. Jacobs whose telephone number is 703-305- 
7494. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 703-308-7562. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for 
regular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 



3900. 



LaShonda T. Jacobs 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2157 



Itj 

September 15,2004 
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